JANUARY 2021

Petal Pusher
Upcoming Events
Oelschig Nursery
Tour

Tuesday, February 16th
Eventbrite Sign Up here
(more details on website)

'Shroom Walk

Tuesday, March 23rd
Take a walk on the wild side
looking for edible mushrooms.
Details to follow.

Dear Members,
Welcome to the New Year. The holidays were
quiet, just a few friends in our bubble. I am not sure
anyone will forget 2020 but I am glad to see it
behind us. I’m forever the optimist and the light is
getting brighter at the end of the tunnel, we are
almost there. We are on the other side of winter; it
is staying lighter each day; I’m starting to see some
buds on some of my plants and of course the
weeds are flourishing. As of now, I do not know
when we can meet for our monthly meeting, but we
are planning some activities in the coming months
including a trip to Ossabaw Island in April.
Details to follow.

Skidaway Audubon
Plant Sale

Annual fundraising event will
occur in April.
Details to follow.

It is also that time of the year to renew your
membership. Please go to the website to print out a
membership form. Return the filled-out form with
your payment to our treasurer Sharon Lundin.
Hannah

St. Peter's
Plant Sale

Annual plant sale order time
now through March 1st. Order
form and information here.
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Gate House Holiday Decorating
Submitted by Nancy Strobel

,

Gates Chair

Huge thanks to all the LGC volunteers who helped to install
and remove the holiday decorations at the gate houses.
We had 21 participants who worked to make our 7 entrances
cheerful, welcoming and festive. These ladies really have
this job down to a science and can be finished in less than
an hour. They are truly marvelous. All of our trims are packed
away in a very organized fashion with great ideas from
Stephanie Corley and Janice Encapera for improvements for
next year.
Thank you all again!

Birds and Conservation
Submitted by Jean Deitch

The seed catalogues are arriving and it’s time to consider adding to the gardens around
our home. I have listed 3 ideas to keep in mind when adding new plantings as well as
removing and trimming back the overgrown areas in the yard as we head into spring:
1. Sparingly trim hedges and trees as birds and small animals need the protection of these
plants for the spring broods and new families. The hedges and thickets hide and protect
nests and babies from predators and weather. Spanish moss, grasses and twigs are
incorporated into many nests including the hummingbirds and box nesters. Think about
the natural areas needed for small animal habitats.
2. Always think native when replacing shrubs and trees. Be mindful of invasive
plants that could wreck havoc in your yard and the environment. Plants sold at big box
stores that may look beautiful in your containers can drop, grow and overtake yard grass
and trees. Skidaway Audubon is launching a new program “Nature Has Noticed” to assist
local gardeners identify ways to protect and enhance our environment.
3. Discourage bird nesting in tubes or small areas that are in the sun. Birds that nest in our
tubes under the mailboxes are in jeopardy of roasting the baby birds. Look around your
yard, you will find other places that attract nesting but are detrimental to the health of the
brood.
Loss of habitat is the #1 reason for the decline of birds and wildlife in the world; let’s
protect and our beautiful corner of planet. Happy planning for a warm spring!
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Done In a Day
Submitted by Belinda Winters

During the Christmas holidays the DID committee wanted to spread some joy
to others. Even though the pandemic prevented club members from going into
the building to spend time doing any activities this year, we were determined
to show our concern for the residents of Legacy at Savannah Quarters. So, we
filled 82 Christmas Goodie Bags which we delivered for all the residents in
Assisted Living and Memory Care. Legacy posted a wonderful statement along
with pictures on their Facebook page.

"Our sweet friend, Belinda
(Daughter of Oveta) and her
friends from The Landings Garden
Club wanted to do something nice for
all of our Legacy Assisted Living
and Memory Care residents. To
show them some love, they decided to
gift everyone in our community
Christmas goodie bags. Residents
were beyond happy to receive such
thoughtful gifts! Thank you, Belinda
and The Landings Garden Club or
going out of your way to spread a
little Christmas joy to our residents
during the Holidays!"
(from the staff at Lagacy)

Petal Pusher January 2021 | page 03

Horticulture Book Review
Submitted by Pam Patterson

,

Horticulture Chair

Whew! Does anyone remember a
winter this cold? At least the sun is
out today which is always
encouraging. If you have some plants
that are really cold sensitive, you can
buy a frost cover at Home Depot or
Lowe's. I use them for my Clivea and
Agapanthus. During this real winter
that we are having, now is a good
time to do some reading from garden
books. Here are some of my
favorites:

Garden Perennials for the Coastal South
by Barbara J. Sullivan
This book is written just for southern gardens! One
of my favorite parts is a section on what NOT to try
growing around here. There are lots of plants that
will say they are safe for zone 8, but don’t really do
well here. We are 8b, but plant tags don’t
designate that. Of course she has a section on
what grows really well in the south as well as the
needs of plants, chapters on gardening for the
seasons, as well as a huge section on companion
plants. She addresses types of gardens like shady
or dry. I refer to this book frequently.

The Well Tended Perennial Garden
by Tracey Disabato-Aust
Tracey covers the basic needs of perennial
garden planting and maintenance, pruning
perennials, and a great encyclopedia of
perennials. Great photographs fill the pages as
well as references for dry, wet or shady areas.
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Horticulture Book Review

,

cont

.

A Year in Flowers by Erin Benzkein
Erin is one of my favorite writers. Her love of flowers
and how to grow them comes through with humble
and honest truths. I admire her motivation to grow
her ideas into something huge. She now has a show
on the Discovery Channel! This is her second book,
and a great resource for arranging flowers, design
fundamentals, and essential techniques.
If you have BritBox on Amazon, you can watch lots of programs about gardening. I
have got to make it to the Chelsea Gardening Show at some point in my life! My
last book therefor is Bloom by Clare Nolan. Although she's a British writer,
gardening in England, she has an abundance of good advice for the design and
organization of ingredients to create wonderful flower arrangements. There are
chapters on annuals and biennials and bulbs, as well as shrubs and trees. Of
course there are fabulous photographs to get anyone excited about growing and
creating arrangements.
I also found a great website by Margaret Roach, author of several gardening
books. AWayToGarden.com has weekly podcasts, gardening shows and HUGE
amount of information on plants, resources, and articles on gardening.
With all of this cold weather, there is always something special in themgarden.
My Helleborus plants have beautiful buds on them. I usually add one new plant a
year to my collection for the woodland garden area of my yard. You can never
have too many plants!

I have lots of New England Aster and Button Bush seedlings. If you would like one
you can email me at pampattersonjax@gmail.com, and let me know when you
can come. Please bring a small pot with potting soil in it for your seedling. You
will have to baby it. Keep it in a sunny window until it warms up a bit. Actually,
seedlings like cool weather, like 60 degrees. Before planting it you need to harden
it off, by putting the plant outside to gradually let it get used to the weather. I
put my seedlings out for one hour the first day, two hours the second day and so
on for about one week. When it gets too big for your pot and we have had our
last freeze – after March 15th, you can plant it in your yard in a sunny spot.
I am so looking forward to our field trip to Oelschigs on February 16th. It will be
wonderful to see all of those gorgeous plants. I hope to see you soon!
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Sparrow Field Report
Submitted by Dawn Cordo

,

Sparrow Field Chair

The plants are all dormant, but Sparrow Field continues to be
visited by residents and wildlife!
The field has been mowed and cleared. The Club will use their area as a temporary
staging area while work on the Magnolia Golf course occurs. When their project is
complete, sometime in Spring, they will remove excess material.
The stone retaining wall has been installed. A wood safety rail fence surrounding the
pond has also been installed. Plans are to surround the pond with plants to provide a
natural, attractive look.

'

Treasurer s Report
Submitted by Sharon Lundin
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Cold Weather Tips for a
Dormant Garden
Submitted by Penny LeBlanc

1. At the Landings, we have had frequent hard frost
with temperatures below 32degrees, that has injured
or killed tender plants. Frost damaged plants are easy
to spot the growth becomes limp, discolored, and
distorted. Some cold tolerant plants can be shocked
but the lower growth is still viable. Avoid
cutting the shocked plants back until the weather warms up, it provides
protection from the cold, a cut back can promote the frost entering the stems
and rupturing the cell walls, thus destroying the plant.
2.
Avoid fertilizers during the winter with nitrogen that promote new growth
and make the plants susceptible to cold damage.
3.
Leave the old growth of tender plants unpruned over the winter months.
This will protect the crown of the plant and take the brunt of frost damage.
4.
Check around plants and add mulch to help insulate the plants, conserve
moisture, and keep the spring weeds from emerging.
5.

When choosing new plants for the garden consider cold-hardy varieties.

6.

Water the night before a frost to insulate grass and root structure of plants.

7. t’s a good idea to delay pruning of woody plants until new growth appears in
late winter or early spring. To determine if the wood of a plant has been injured
by cold weather check the layer directly under the bark by scratching carefully.
Undamaged wood will be green but permanent damage from frost will be brown
or black. Prune the plant’s wood below the discoloration when new growth
begins budding out.
8. Cover tender plants with a blanket first, a piece of plastic that drops to the
ground, anchor with rocks or bricks to keep out the wind, and assist with heat
retention.
9.
Bring in container plants inside or move them close to the eaves of your
house. If the frost is light they can be sprayed with an anti-transpirants such as
Cloud
Cover or Wilt Stop. These will products will protect the plants to 26 degrees.
10.Discard warm season annuals after frost and you may want to collect existing
seed pods to plant in the spring.
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Skidaway Audubon

"

Nature Notices

"

Initiative

Submitted by Dawn Cordo

Skidaway Audubon is launching a new initiative called,“Nature Notices.” Other
than nature itself, few have noticed that our community has lost large areas of
our tree canopy, meaning a loss of habitat for many of our island wildlife.
Instead of planting and maintaining grass, we are encouraging residents to
plant native trees, shrubs, and pollinator gardens to support the birds, bees,
butterflies and insects that we are on the brink of losing – permanently! We are
calling this “Naturescaping.”
We would like to gather a list of master gardeners who would be willing to act
as consultants to other residents. These consultants would suggest
alternatives to grass, suggesting native and other beneficial plantings. We
would share this list so it could be accessed by everyone within our community.
If you are a Master gardener, and willing to help, please contact Meg Kettiltz.
We will be giving more attention to preparing,
planting and nurturing the designated garden areas
on golf courses, known as the Monarch Trail. We are
working with the golf superintendents who are
collaborative supporters of this project. We will
create a list of people who would like to become
“Garden Gnomes.” We will work on Mondays, when
the courses are closed to golfers, and attend to
these gardens throughout the season. Two gardens
are in place already on Palmetto course. You do not need to be a Club member
or have garden tools to help. If you are interested in becoming a Garden
Gnome, please contact Meg Kettiltz.
We would like to compile a reference list of publications that will help educate
us on Naturescaping. If you know of a book or reference material that you
find helpful, please give the information Meg Kettiltz.
To Help you get started, Skidaway Audubon will be having a huge Pollinator
Plant sale in late April with over 20 pollinator native plants varieties to choose
from. Details will be announced at a later time.

Oleander Leaflets
Winter

2021

Edition

View publication here.
LInks to district, state, and national
publications are also found on our website.
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