THE PETAL PUSHER
NEWSLETTER OF THE
LANDINGS GARDEN CLUB

September 2018
Dear Garden Club Members,
Welcome back!
I hope you all had a wonderful summer and got lots of rest because your LGC Board has been working relentlessly to deliver
many activities which are focused on our mission of beautification,
conservation and education. Included in this issue of the Petal
Pusher are details regarding a special event featuring bird habitats
(We love the birds.), the program for September (Come with lots of
questions.), the Heritage Luncheon: Seeking Eden (Make your
reservations and bring a friend.), and the Charleston Tea Plantation trip (Deadline is September 17th.). Please do yourself a favor
and participate in some of these activities each month!
I was going to write about inspiration in gardening but that will be
another month because we have so much information to give you
this month the Petal Pusher is getting too long. However, I did reserve a line or two to thank each of you for this opportunity to
serve as your president this year. I look forward to working with
all of you to make this year another great year for Landings
Garden Club!
See you on the 24th!!

Diane,
President
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Sept. 17th Birds and
Conservation Special Event
Monday, 10am
Sept. 18th and 20th Bow fluffing
2-4 pm
Sept. 22nd Coastal Wildscapes
Native Plant Sale, 9am-1pm,
Ashantilly in Darien
Sept. 24th Monday Meeting
No board meeting.
9:30 Coffee, 10:00 Meeting
Oct. 10th Board Meeting
Oct. 15th Monthly Meeting
Heritage Luncheon 9am- noon in
the Plantation Ballroom
Oct. 22nd Day trip to Charleston
Tea Plantation

A NEW LOOK
At the top of this newsletter, you will notice a new logo to be used in addition to the traditional logo (bird on
branch). This new graphic logo, which was approved by the Board over the summer, is much easier to reproduce and can be used for branding everything we do. Our intention is that eventually when people see this
logo, they will immediately associate that activity or article or whatever with Landings Garden Club.

SHORTENING BUSINESS MEETING
In your responses to the survey which we conducted at the beginning of the summer, you indicated that you
wanted the meetings to be limited to 30 minutes. To that end, I will attempt to use PowerPoint at the meetings
as a way to keep the meetings moving. In order to keep the meetings shorter, there will be fewer reminders so
it is imperative that you read the Petal Pusher and the eblasts. We want you to know that your concerns were
heard and we are trying to make the meetings shorter.

2018-2019 YEARBOOKS
Hot off the press, our new yearbooks will be available for pick-up at the September and October meetings.
Please make sure you sign for your yearbook when you receive it. Thank you to Susan Heath for collating all
the information and making this year’s edition so attractive!

FROM MRS. SUNSHINE
Good News! New member, Lisa Olson, has been recovering from a sprained
ankle since June. It has been keeping her off the golf course, but not from writing those wonderful articles for the L9GA. Not only does she keep her group
informed on scheduling and events but she writes golf terms to the tune of the
song “Rawhide”. Even non golfers will get a chuckle from her double
entendres. It’s a best bet to read in the TWATL. Get better, Lisa! If you have
information about a member who is ill or needs a little "sunshine", please let
Pat Sunshine know.

SEPTEMBER 24TH MEETING
The speaker for the meeting was requested by several members in the survey we did in May. Ken Holton with
BrightView Landscape will be speaking to us about the services they provide to us via The Landings Association. We will learn what goes into annual planning for our community, the different obstacles faced on the island, and how the Sustainable Certification effects their operations. I’m sure as you have passed by the many
beds which they maintain, you have had questions.
So, this is your opportunity to get those questions
answered.
Floral Design by Marie Scheuermann
Hostesses: Maddie Harwood, Sharon Lundin, Peggy
Schilly, Lynn Barnard, Farideh Heidary, Margaret
Hunter, Liz McGough, Janet Murphy
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OCTOBER PROGRAM

Make your reservation today!

About the speakers:
Staci L. Catron is Director of the Cherokee Garden Library and Kenan Research Center at the Atlanta History
Center. Mary Ann Eaddy is a retired historian from the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources. The Seeking Eden authors have been receiving rave reviews at Garden
Clubs across Georgia since their book was released in April.
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About the program:
Staci and Mary Ann painstakingly researched and wrote updates of over 150 important public and private
Georgia gardens that were identified in “Garden History of Georgia, 1733-1933, written by the Peachtree
Garden Club of Atlanta. Seeking Eden also includes an in-depth look at 26 of the gardens, including four in the
Savannah area, which are also beautifully photographed. The authors will share stories and photographs from
their book.
Bring your book to be signed!
The authors will sign their book after the luncheon, please bring your own copy to be signed. Seeking Eden: A
Collection of Georgia’s Historic Gardens is available on Amazon. (Please use the Amazon link on our club’s
website home page.) Book proceeds go to the Garden Club of Georgia’s Historic Landscape Preservation
Grant program

Member Reservation Form
The Landings Garden Club Heritage Luncheon October 15, 2018
Print and complete this registration form and mail/tube with your check to:
Heritage Luncheon, 7 Log Landing, Savannah, GA 31411
Reservations available until capacity is reached or October 1, 2018.
Member Name:
Member email:
Member phone number:
Guest name* (if applicable):
Guest name* (if applicable):
Guest name* (if applicable):
$35.00/per person x
The Landings Garden Club

=

check amount. Make your check to:

There are no paper tickets. Seating will be assigned, no walk-ins available.
*If your guests are not Landings residents, be sure to provide a gate pass for them.
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FALL DAY TRIP-OCTOBER 22nd
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BIRDS AND CONSERVATION
Governor Deal has designated September 2018 Bird Awareness Month. We are thrilled and commend him as
this is our focus for the year going forward! This focus will include examining and discussing native and migratory birds, habitats, conservation and stewardship on Skidaway Island. Also, we will be hosting special events
and a speaker, as well as discussing technology that will make bird watching, identification and observation
more enjoyable and informational. This will be an exciting year!
Birds & Conservation will kick off the year with a Special Event Monday, September 17 to be held in the backyards of Marianne Gardner and Kathy Jacobson. These 2 yards showcase very different habitats that attract
distinctly different birds. Marianne’s yard is a lush, shrubby, and protected, and so attracts Egrets and Herons
as they hunt lizards, frogs, etc. Kathy’s yard has bird feeders that attract specific colorful birds that feed and
breed in her landscape without attracting raccoons and other undesirable animals. After touring both yards, a
specialist from the Skidaway State Park will join us to speak about the birds in Skidaway State Park; followed
by a boxed lunch. The fee is $20.00 for speaker and lunch. We will start at 6 Turtle Lane (MW) on Monday the
17th at 10 am. Please carpool or golf cart. Parking is limited. Email me by Thursday if you wish to attend.
mailto:Jeandeitch@gmail.com
Our next Special Event will host renowned ornithological photographer, Russ Wigh, on Monday,
January 7 at the Messiah Lutheran Church. Mr.
Wigh will discuss Hummingbirds, a topic on which
he is an expert. He will show many of his beautiful photos of these amazing birds as we learn
about their lives in our coastal community. The fee
is $10.00 for speaker and facility.
Garrett Jones, Executive Director of Wilderness
Southeast will be our March 2019 speaker at the
general meeting. He will speak to us about Host
Plants, a topic of importance, as we prepare our
spring gardens, which is the perfect time to be
mindful of what plants to leave for our summer
nesting birds. This topic will stress the value of vines and “weeds” within our garden since many both feed and
protect birds and pollinators. This knowledge will help broaden how we think about our gardens.
Throughout the year, we will discuss many diverse topics. For example, how to buy the right field glasses and
what all the numbers mean, as well as how best to utilize smart phone apps for identifying birds and plants that
will help us enhance our garden and birding experiences. We are also planning to participate in the National
Bird Count in January and will continue to enroll members into the GCOG Individual Backyard Certification for
wildlife habitats with special designations for Hummingbirds, Nesting and Native Plants. Additonally, we look
forward to the spring migrations that bring the beautiful Blue Birds back to nest on our Island; learn more about
these beauties and how to support their nests and keep them predator free. Join us as we continue to
discover more about birding and stewardship in this Paradise we call home.
Jean Dietch, Birds and Conservation Chair
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A CONSERVATION MOMENT
A dreaded sight is silken webbing encasing the branch of a favorite tree. This was the case when I discovered
the tent covering a branch of the Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occipentalis) near the end of the Pollinator Garden
at Sparrow Field. The tent was full of tiny caterpillars. I was tempted to cut it out and destroy it, but quickly
realized this is part of nature in the garden. Thankfully, I left it alone after photographing it, because I soon
received pictures and descriptive information from our resident photographer and documenter of flora and
fauna Fitz Clarke. He had submitted photos to Bugguide.net and had received verification that the caterpillars
are the larvae of the Fall Webworm (Hyphantria cunea) moths, in the family Erebidae. Fitz added this
comment: “This moth caterpillar is known principally for its larval stage, which creates the characteristic
webbed nests on the tree limbs of a wide variety of hardwoods in the late summer and fall. It is said to be
mainly an aesthetic pest and is not believed to harm otherwise healthy trees.” More information than you ever
want to know can be found in this University of Florida article that has pictures of the moth, caterpillars and
chrysalises: http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/trees/moths/fall_webworm.htm. This site also lists various
biological predators that contribute to natural management. We were able to observe Nature being Nature as
we continued to monitor this site.

Checking the nests on another day, Fitz discovered a wasp attempting to
penetrate the web and documented its efforts. He identified it as a paper
wasp, Vespidae family and most likely Polistes metricus. Fitz stated, “It
entered, worked its way inward, became entangled and worked its way
out. Apparently frustrated, it flew off without dining .”
Curious about the difference in this species and the ubiquitous Tent
Caterpillar, I went to Google and came up with this article:
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef423. Again, more than you ever wanted
to know, but it is exciting to delve into the interactions in nature. We are
all surprisingly linked in the Web of Nature.
Shirley Brown, Birds and Conservation Committee
.
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MEMBERSHIP

Meet Connie Gescheidt~
Connie grew up in Kentucky where her grandmother fostered her love of gardening. Before moving to the
Landings she and her husband Richard, spent forty two years in Boca Raton, Florida. There, her interest in
gardening flourished and they created a magnificent oasis around their home and pool. Bougainvillea, bromeliads, orchids, amaryllis, pineapple plants, and water fountains gave the feel of a botanical garden. She loves
learning the botanical names of plants and has a collection of gardening books. However, she is sorry that she
sold several of her gardening books when preparing for their move. “Plants make me feel good”, says Connie.
Ready to get away from the traffic congestion of Florida, they looked at several geographical locations. After
visiting The Landings several times, they decided The Landings was the place to go. Now, they have been
here for over a year and a half. Connie is involved in New Neighbors, book club and co-chair of the Urn
Committee for the Landings Garden Club. Besides her love for the outdoors, Connie is a Registered Nurse
and has an MBA. She has worked in emergency, critical care and hospice staff development for a large hospice in West Palm. She is surely an asset to The Landings Garden Club. Welcome, Connie.
Submitted by Pat Sunshine, Membership Committee

WAYS AND MEANS
Donna Slappey and Marianne Gardner report that Santa's elves were busy this summer constructing beautiful
holiday bows. Now we need help doing the final fluff to prepare for sale.
Please RSVP to daslapp@gmail.com to volunteer to fluff on September 18 or 20, 2-4PM.
THIS IS OUR ONLY FUNDRAISER!

Holiday bows will be for sale at the Heritage Luncheon!
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AUGUST 27TH- birthday party for Garden Club of Georgia held at Delegal Marina with 33 attending.
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SERENITY GARDEN
Meet Mr. Powell,
Hamiel Powell is a survivor of stage 4 cancer of the larynx. He
now can communicate with an implanted artificial voice box.
More importantly he is a full-time volunteer at the Anderson
Cancer Institute sharing his experiences with other patients
that need support and encouragement.
Mr. Powell has been feeding the fish and birds, and hand
watering the urns in the Serenity Garden for some time.
Recently we Serenity Sisters have adopted Mr. Powell as a
Serenity Brother.
We have had a difficult time trying to keep our garden watered
as the irrigation is inoperable. So, we purchased a flexible
hose that we store in a tool box that is housed in the storage
room. Mr. Powell figured how to operate the water valve and now is on hand 3 days a week to water the
garden. It is like a life line was handed to us all. His contribution has greatly supplemented our efforts to
maintain this beautiful and serene garden. Thank you, Mr. P.
Vickie Kramer, Serenity Garden Co-chair

SAVE THE DATES:
FALL NATIVE PLANT SALE
Coastal Wildscapes’ Fall Native Plant Sale is Saturday, September 22, 9AM-1PM in Darien.
Check the website for details at www.coastalwildscapes.org
OLEANDER DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING, OCTOBER 18TH AT PLANTATION CLUB
This year we are privileged to have the annual district meeting here! So please take advantage of this
opportunity to attend and hopefully see Landings Garden Club win many, many awards! Contact Diane Ingram
at diingram@bellsouth.net for registration packet.

February 20, 2019 Capitol Conservation Day 2019.
Garden Club members are invited to be briefed about upcoming
environmental legislation.
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BLOOMING WITH ART, FEBRUARY 13, 2019
Many of you will remember that in February 2017, we joined talents with Color x 12 artists with our members
interpreting works by the artists. The event was the second most-attended event ever at Plantation Club---a
fantastically successful evening. Again, in 2019 we will teaming with Color x 12 for this event. Please
seriously consider doing an arrangement for this event. Don’t be intimidated-- it is for fun! There are many
artists who would like to participate if we can pair them with arrangers. If you are interested, please contact
Diane Ingram at diingram@bellsouth.net.

National Wildlife Federation Garden for Wildlife™ Photo Contest
Start snapping now in preparation for the first annual National Wildlife
Federation Garden for Wildlife™ Photo Contest, launching September 10, 2018!
We know you all garden for wildlife! And, you could probably make great use of
$1,000! Our Partner, National Wildlife Federation, has invited our members to
enter their first annual Garden for Wildlife™ Photo Contest, open for entries from
September 10 th – October 12 th, 2018.
They are seeking photographs that illustrate the faces of Garden for Wildlife
through striking, colorful images showcasing the impact of habitat gardens on
wildlife and people – in urban, suburban, and rural settings, and on land, in the
air, and in water. Photographs may be submitted in one of the following four
categories:

∙ PEOPLE IN THE WILDLIFE GARDEN
∙ CLOSE-UP NATIVE PLANTS AND THEIR WILDLIFE VISITORS
∙ WILDLIFE OBSERVED WHERE PEOPLE LIVE, WORK, PLAY,
LEARN, AND WORSHIP
∙ WILDLIFE GARDEN HABITAT FEATURES AND LANDSCAPES
Photo Contest Winners:
Grand Prize (one winner): $1,000 cash prize
Runner-Up (one winner): $500 cash prize
Category Winners: One winner from each category will receive a bird feeder and a copy of “Wildlife Gardening:
Tips for Four Seasons”. Photos taken by youth (age 18 or younger) may be submitted by a parent or guardian
on their behalf. Visit http://www.nwf.org/gfwphotocontest for photo tips and more information. The entry forms
and instructions are available there.
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